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Celebration seeks 

“Kittatinny-Shawangunk National Raptor Migration Corridor”

as federal recognition of a treasured landscape 

National designation for a Kittatinny-Shawangunk National Raptor Migration Corridor—a treasured landscape consisting of a 250-mile-long stretch of the Kittatinny-Shawangunk Ridge and its adjacent corridor that crosses parts of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania—is being spearheaded by a working group of professional raptor and wildlife biologists and conservationists. 


Federal designation by the U. S. Secretary of the Interior would provide prestigious national recognition for a conspicuous treasured landscape feature known around the world for its famous autumn raptor migrations. Formal presentation of the Petition and other science package components to the Secretary will be made in late June or early July 2009. 

Securing federal designation for the area is unique; such a prestigious recognition 
does not currently exist in the United States or elsewhere in the world. 


Federal designation by the U. S. Secretary of Interior of the Kittatinny-Shawangunk National Raptor Migration Corridor would not change any current local zoning codes or other state or national laws or regulations. However, federal designation would give conservationists, land use planners, farmland trust and ecotourism advocates, and other interested people and organizations a conservation- and culturally-oriented tool for subsequent efforts to protect wildlife habitat, maintain farmland, highlight cultural and historic features, and enhance open space within the Kittatinny-Shawangunk Corridor. 

The ridge and corridor extends from Rosendale, New York nearly to the Maryland border in Pennsylvania. Raptors (eagles, hawks, and vultures), Neotropical migratory songbirds, bats, and various other fauna annually use the ridge and corridor for their north-to-south migrations and vice versa.  


The evolution from extensive hawk shooting prior to 1934 at Hawk Mountain   (and prior to 1957 elsewhere along the Kittatinny Ridge in Pennsylvania), to this 21st century effort seeking Federal recognition of the Kittatinny-Shawangunk National Raptor Migration Corridor as a treasured landscape, is noteworthy and dramatic. It vividly demonstrates the evolution of public thinking about the importance of raptors as vital components of wildlife communities and ecosystems. 


Today all birds of prey are protected by state and federal laws. Schools, colleges and universities now take students on annual hawk watching field trips to some of the former hawk shooting sites to observe and study the migrating birds—one of the world’s great ornithological attractions. 


“This corridor designation would help underscore the tremendous science-based efforts underway to protect wildlife habitat and vital natural resources along the Kittatinny-Shawangunk Ridge, strengthening the efforts of all conservation partners involved and complementing local planning initiatives,” said Cara Lee, Director of the Shawangunk Ridge Program at The Nature Conservancy in New York, and a member of the working group. 


Although emphasis is placed on raptors, the working group is using the term “raptor” in a much broader umbrella sense to express concern about preservation and conservation of all biodiversity (flora and fauna) and landscape diversity including farmland within the Kittatinny-Shawangunk Ridge and corridor. 


Agencies and non-profit organizations with one or more representatives on the working group are the Center for Biological Diversity, Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association, Juniata Valley Audubon Society, Lehigh Gap Nature Center, Shawangunk Ridge Biodiversity Partnership, The Mohonk Preserve, and The Nature Conservancy in New Jersey. 
##### 

NOTE TO EDITORS. A press kit will be distributed to news media representatives attending the news conference. It contains a news release, a list of endorsements, a fact sheet, and a boundary map. These and other materials also can be downloaded from the Raptor Corridor Project website (www.raptorcorridor.org ). 
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